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OV CRACKHOUSE ()
CRACKING DESIGNER HOME

A Victorian house that was once a Dalston drug den is now an airy;
light-filled award-winner, thanks to the newlywed architects who
rewoarked it for a 21st-century family, says Ruth Bloomfield

RCHITECTE Patrick
Michell and Claire
Melleosm began their
married life in the
zzame Dolston atTest
where, 25vearsearlier,
Tory snd Cherie Blair
lived in the earlwy
Eighties soon after they wed, But while
the Blairs’ airm had been to moelee their
merkz=mermnb ez oftheHadmer Labour
Party, Paticl and Clsire were more
interestedin lobbyingtheneighb oursso
that they could wansform o run-dowm
locsl oradc housze into 2 famnily home.
Mo oneobjected.

Today, fomthest edscape, kappears
to be 2 classical Victorian suburban
house, The surprises lie bevond the
facade, wher ethizawardwinninghouses
has been remodelled and given 2 spa-
clousand exdtingglasskitchen exten-
sionand roor & [tizen inspiring exarnple
of how 2 traditionsl London home can
hereworked for a 21st-centur v faml w,

Pamicle, 32, 2 parmer with Flatform
Sarchitects (winwplatformnSer chitects,
cony, made hiz bid for the house ar
snctonin 2005 for £578, 000 atabout
the same tirne he et Claire, 31, alzo
anarchitect, She nowworksasa senior
associate st Maleolm Reading Consule-
anits, which advises on major a1 chitec-
tural projects,

Patriclk and Claire were fortunate
enough to be able to plot their revamp
without the need for planning permnis-
sion — using just permitted develop-
ment rights The showpiece of the
project, which bezanin 2006 snd took
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10 months and a total of about
£230,000 to achieve, iz the extenzion
to the rear of the house which talees
advantage of thesidepassage space.
Firsta2 Smetr ewallwashuilt to divide
the propaty fromits neighbor, using
salvagedLondon Bride. Thena wstpene
of toughenedglass, mesmring 5, Smetres
b2, 3metr es, wos cornrnissioned, deliv-
eredand ssung over thetarace sndinto

place to fom a dopingroof — 2 nerve
wradiing process that required the
support of their neghboursandthe ddlls
of aspedalist crane operator,

“Unformunately Haclmer counecil had
got the day we needed the parldng
restriction wrong,” said Pagicl "So
wehad to go round knocldng on doors
and ading people if they would mind
moving their cars.

“Ttwasaprettyhairy project because
wehad 2 ton of glasshanging over the
house, and if the wind hadblown st the
wrong moment it could have
brokern."

A projectng bay win dow wascut out
ofthe badc wall of the esd=ting ldtchen,
providing yet more light sand 2 gener-
ously zize d window seat,

Theshiny black kitchen, whichlooks
likee it cost 2 fortune with its highly
polished conerete floor, in fact cost
around £10,000 frormn Bedfordshire
based 2G0 (wwwel2go. could),

Decept hve:
Clas=ical
Wictorian
frontage, top;
rear showing
side extension,
abowe left; the
projecting rear
bay windog seat,
above right.

Let thare ba
light: toughened
2jass and
pivating doors,
far left, leading
ontothe sarden

Space race: the
twio small
feCeption rooms
were knocked
jrt.oone, left

Eltchen cool: the
hig hly polished
concrete floor
iV 5 A EXpEnEive
[ook, right.

‘A DEVELOPER WOULD HAVE
DOME IT VERY DIFFERERNTLY!
The results hawve earned the couple 2
sring of swards snd nominations,
including Hew London Architecture's
"don't move improve” award for
London extensions, The howse's two
amnall reception rooms have been
lmodeed through into one, giving views
right through the house and to the
gardenbeyond.

Amuspended ceiling snd cove lighting
hawe been install ed, underlining the
conternporary feel, andregular doors
hawebeenreplaced with slim, pivoting
ones — which malee the old, hinged
varietyseemrather antdquated.

Upstairs there are three bedrooms
(one en-suite) and 2 compact bath-
roorn, alllight an d bright roma series
of 1 oof lights.

The glass theme iz contimed on the
stairs, wherehuge panels of floar-to-
celling toghened glasstaketheplace
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of waditonal banisters, something of
2 challengefor visitors suffering fom
vertigo, butanother way in which the
sensze of light and space is preserved,
Thereisnotasingle original featurein
the period house, although Claire
explains that this was not entirely by
choice. “When we hought everything
had gone,” shesays,

The couple estimate the property is
now worth between £750,000 and
£200,000, reprezsenting a slender

‘profit.

"4 developer would have done this
hiouse very differently. They wouldn't
hawve done the pr ojecting bag window,
and they would have done a tmach
simpler extensionin the kivchen,

“Hde esttenzions, for the amount of
Spaceyou gain, sre expensive aninwas,
But we didn't do this as something to
mnaloe omey in.

“[t iz somewhere we hope 1o live for
a long tme to corme,
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